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REPORTS OF MEETINGS.

CONNECTICUT SCIENCE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

This association was formed in the spring, much interest being de-

veloped. at the time. The following officers were elected:
President, Mr. M. M. Marble, High School, New Haven; Secretary-

Treasurer, Miss Caroline J. Hitchcock, High School, Meriden. Execu-
tive Committee^ Miss Emma P. Eames, High School, Bridgeport; Mr.
Clement C. Hyde, High School, Hartford; Mr. Alien Latham, Free
Academy, Norwich.

Meetings are to be held in connection with the meeting of the State
Teachers’ Association in October, and of the Connecticut Association of

Classical and High School Teachers in February.
Any person teaching science in the state is eligible to active mem-

bership, principals and others interested to associate membership.
CAROLINE J. HITCHCOCK,

June 2, 1906. Secretary and Treasurer.

NATURAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO.

The annual. meeting of the Natural Science Association took place
in Toronto on April 17 and 18, in connection with the forty-fifth annual
meeting of the Ontario Educational Association.

In addition to interesting addresses by the president and honorary
president dealing with practical aspects of science teaching, there
were several illustrated lectures, and a valuable conference on "The
Teaching of Elementary Science," led by Mr. T. J. Ivey, M.A., of
Jarvis Street Collegiate Institute, Toronto. Mr. A. B. Klugh of Guelph,
an enthusiastic materialist, gave a highly interesting account of
"Bird Migration at Point Pelee." The speaker spent some weeks at
Point Pelee in making observations and was able to illustrate his
admirable address with specimens and field notes. Dr. W. L. Goodwin
of Queen’s University, Kingston, gave an historical sketch of the early
years of the’ development of the science of chemistry. He showed the
growth of chemical theory up to the present and made clear the fact
that the atomic hypothesis is not essential to the teaching of chemistry.

Dr. W. R. Lang of the University of Toronto, addressed a joint
meeting of the Mathematical and Physical and the Natural Science
Associations, on the subject of Combustion. The experimental features
of this lecture were much appreciated.

COLORADO STATE SCIENCE TEACHERS CONFERENCE.

A meeting of the science teachers of Colorado was held in connec-
tion with the state teachers association at the University of Colorado,
Boulder, May 4 and 5. There was a large attendance and unusually
interesting meetings were held. The following program was presented:
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Friday.�3 P. M., Room 25 Hale Building, "The necessity for science
conferences in Colorado," G. L. Cannon; "The collecting of mollusks
in Colorado," Junius Henderson; "The fossil beds of Florissant," T. D.
A. Cockerell; "The crustaceans of Colorado," A. E. Beardsley; Reports
from the scientific societies of Colorado; 8 P. M., university chapel,
main building, address, "The response of plants," Thomas H. Macbride,
University of Iowa; reception by President and Mrs. Baker.

Saturday.�9: 30 A. M., physical laboratory, Hale Building, "Appara-
tus illustrating the laws of electromagnetic induction" (with demonstra-
tions), H. E. Sovereign; "A study of blood pressure in man," Edward
C. Schneider; "Earthquakes" (with lantern sLde illustrations), R. D.
George; "A report on the quantitative analysis of uranium and vana-
dium," A. N. Finn; "A study of the Kater pendulum," J. Arthur Birch-
ley; "New kinds of radiation" (with demonstrations), Wm. Duane;
2 P. M., Room 25, Hale Building, "The projection microscope for work
in botany and zoology" (with demonstrations), G. S. Dodds; "The
effect of bile on the surface tension of water," W. D. Engle; "Recent
geological correlation work in the Canon City field," George I. Finley;
"A study of chlorophyll," Ira E. Cutler; "A review of the development
of the modern kinetic theory of gases as a basis for the study of radio-
activity," Philip Fitch; "Producer-gas and producer-gas engines," F. L.
Abbott; "A report on the formation of malic acid by fermentation," J.
Vincent Daniels. The laboratories and museums of the university were
thrown open for inspection .during the noon recess.

CENTRAL IOWA SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS TEACHERS.

- An interesting and helpful meeting of the Central Iowa Science and
Mathematics Teachers was held at Des Moines, May 4 and 5. The fol-
lowing .program was carried out:

Friday.�7:30 P. M., Inspection of laboratories and equipment of
North High School; 8:15 P. M., General meeting in the assembly room,
North High School: 1. Music, North High School orchestra; 2. Address
�of welcome, Superintendent W. 0. Riddell, West Des Moines schools;
3. The Central Association of Science and Mathematics Teachers dis-
cussion; 4. Organization; 5. Address, "A science in the making" (illus-
trated), Professor W. S. Hendrixson, Iowa College, Grinnell; 6. Infor-
mal reception.

Saturday.�9 A. M., Inspection of laboratories and equipment of
West High School; 10 A. M., Section meetings: Science section, natural
science lecture room: 1. "The use of the lantern in science work,"
Miss Grace Troutner, North Des Moines High School; general discus-
sion, led by Professor L. S. Ross, Drake University; 2. "Problems of
field work in natural science," Miss Edith Kiefer, East Des Moines High
School; general discussion, led by Miss Zulema Kostomlatsky, West
High School; 3. "Laboratory experiments in physics," Professor D. W.
Morehouse, Drake University; general discussion, led by Lafayette Hig-
gins, West High School; 4. General discussion on new books in science;
5. Round table on problems in science teaching�those present were
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requested to hand in topics for such discussion as time would permit,
Mathematics section: 1. "Limitations in mathematics," Principal W. A.
Crusinberry, West High School; discussion; 2. "Rational geometry/’
Miss Blanche Pinkerton, Valley Junction; discussion; 3. "The relation
of physics and mathematics/5 Professor L. B. White, Des Moines Col-
lege; discussion; 4. Round table on problems in teaching of mathe-
matics, led by Professor W. A. Crusinberry, West High School.

NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF BIOLOGY TEACHERS.
The association held the second meeting of the year on the evening

of April 27 at the Board of Education Building. Principal Felter of
the Girls’ High School, was the first speaker on the subject of the
evening, "The Scope and Value of First Year Biology." Dr. Felter
expressed the following views: There was strong opposition at first
against first year biology but the interest shown in the subject by the
pupils had proved its place and value. The power of observation gained
by the study cannot be transferred to other studies, but, even so, the
time is well spent. The training in power of expression and accuracy
of description, and in use of the pencil will be. of value in after walks
of life. If biology amounts to anything it amounts to this, that the
pupils get certain facts and with them,, the power to compare and
classify.

Principal Wight, of the Wadleigh High School, the next speaker,
objected to the present work in biology as an attempt to do a little
of each of too many things, in other words, violating the well approved
pedagogical rule, non multa sed multum. As a substitute for our
present tri-formed biology (botany, zoology, and physiology), let us
have botany only, or botany with a modicum of zoology, leaving the
hygiene to the department of physical training. The result of such
a change should be, instead of an indefinite smattering of three sub-
jects, a definite amount of scholarship in one subject seriously pursued^

Principal Gunnison of Erasmus Hall High School, said in part:
I was and am still opposed to biology in the first year of the course.
I have given time and thought to the subject and in spite of a most-
friendly spirit, I have come to feel that we are not doing the right
kind of work in biology. There is no place where teachers are doing
better work and no place where schools are better equipped but there
is something wrong with biology. If it is to be a real scientific
course it should be in the senior year. If it is to be mere observa-
tion it should be in the grammar schools. If primary schools could
have our equipment, great interest might be aroused in the subject,
and if it were to be an elective higher up in the course, good work
might be done, but with the great mob of first year pupils it cannot be
well taught. As a subject in itself, there is nothing more interesting,
but as a first year study it is out of place. Biology is a subject differ-
ent from all others, one in which it is impossible to examine pupils
with any satisfaction. Let us put out of our minds all thoughts of
an examination and try primarily to interest the pupil.


